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Striving to be the best version of ourselves every day.
	
	Inspired by God’s love, we humbly strive to be
the best version of ourselves every day, in every way.

We cherish the dignity of each precious person:
thankfulness, friendship, forgiveness and hope
are at the heart of our inclusive community.
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Christ Church Primary Academy Sensory Tool Policy 

At Christ Church CEP Academy, we are committed to ensuring equality of education and opportunity for all pupils, staff, parents and carers; irrespective of age, race, gender, disability, faith or religion, attainment or socio-economic background. Through our Christian vision, we seek to nurture a culture of inclusion, diversity and belonging, inspired by the example of Jesus and his commandment to “love one another as I have loved you” (John 13:34). We are committed to ensuring that every child, family, member of staff and visitor feels valued, respected and welcomed within our school community. Our hope is that all can develop a strong sense of belonging, grow in confidence and character, and flourish academically, socially, spiritually and emotionally.
in which all those connected to the school feel proud of their identity and able to participate fully in school life.
The achievement of all pupils is monitored and we use this data to support pupils, raise standards and ensure inclusive teaching. We will tackle discrimination by the positive promotion of equality,challenging bullying and stereotypes and creating an environment which promotes British values;
championing respect for all.

Purpose of the Policy

The purpose of this policy is to provide clear guidelines regarding the use of sensory tools within Christ Church CEP Academy. 
Sensory tools can assist some pupils in enhancing focus, reducing anxiety, and supporting sensor needs. This policy aims to ensure that the use of sensory tools is beneficial for identified pupils in a classroom whilst maintaining a conducive learning environment for everyone.
Sensory tools are small, handheld objects that can be moved around in various ways. They have become popular support aids for children with Autism Spectrum Condition, ADHD, Sensory Processing Disorder, anxiety, and other additional needs. Although fidgets may appear fun and enjoyable, for many pupils with SEND they can serve a beneficial purpose in supporting pupils’
regulation and attention by offering sensory stimulation, reducing stress, improving focus, and helping pupils to regulate during periods of high anxiety. In line with our school vision, these tools can simply support individuals to strive to be the best version of themselves. 




Our Aims
● Provide clear guidance on the appropriate use of sensory tools within the school environment.
● To highlight how the use can be beneficial for some children to support concentration and regulation
● To ensure that they are be used responsibly and in a way that does not disrupt their learning, progress or attention, or that of others.

Research Summary
Research has shown that commonly marketed sensory tools such as spinners and cubes do not consistently support attention or learning (Croley et al, 2018; Graziano et al, 2018). Other studies also suggest that while fidget tools may provide sensory input, items like fidget spinners can actually increase distraction levels rather than improve focus (e.g., Stalvey & Brasell, 2006;
Carter et al., 2017).
The most effective fidget objects tend to be small, unobtrusive, and provide quiet, tactile sensory feedback. Examples include smooth stones, stress balls, or textured materials. These types of Sensory tools allow for self-regulation without drawing attention away from teaching and learning.

Examples can be seen below. 
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Parental Partnership and Understanding
Parents are asked to understand that teachers may, at times, suggest that a fidget object is put down if it appears to be having a detrimental effect on the child’s focus or classroom engagement. The professional judgement of teaching staff should be respected in such cases.
Roles and Responsibilities
School Leadership
· Ensure the policy is communicated effectively to all stakeholders.
· Provide training for staff on the appropriate use of sensory tools in the classroom.
· Review and evaluate the policy regularly.
· Liaise with external professionals, were necessary.
Teachers
· Communicate with the school’s SENCO to discuss individual pupil needs regarding the potential use of a sensory toy.
· Monitor the use of sensory toys which have been recommended to ensure they are used appropriately and do not disrupt learning of the specific pupil and/or the rest of the class.
· Provide feedback to school leadership regarding the effectiveness of sensory in supporting pupils.

Parents
· Request for the school to consider the use of a fidget toy if they have concerns regarding their child’s needs.
· Honour the professional opinion of school staff regarding whether it is appropriate for a child to have access to a fidget toy.
· Support the school’s policy by discussing the ‘appropriate use’ of sensory tools with their children.
· Communicate with teachers about their child's specific needs and any concerns regarding the use of sensory tools.

Pupils
· Use sensory tools responsibly and in accordance with school guidelines.
· Understand that sensory tools are a tool to aid learning, not a distraction.
· Understand that they should be small (fit in a hand) and used discreetly (e.g. under the table) in order to reduce distractions for those around them.
· Understand that they can only have one fidget toy out at a time.
· Follow the class teachers’ directions regarding the use of sensory tools.

Implementation Strategies
Guidelines for Use
· Sensory tools must be approved by the school’s SENCO or a senior leader before being used or ceased being used in school.
· Pupils should use sensory tools discreetly, ensuring that they do not distract themselves or others. Used subtly under the table or out of direct sight. 
· Sensory tools may only be used during specified times, such as independent work, as part of a prescribed sensory timetable, or when directed by a teacher/TA (e.g. to support with regulation.)
· A child should only have access to one fidget toy in the classroom – this will be kept in the child’s drawer when not in use.
· Sensory tool should be small enough to fit in a pocket or hand discreetly and should make no noise.
· A child will use the sensory tool  with the understanding that the teacher may request it be put away if it becomes a distraction.
Monitoring and Evaluation
Teachers will regularly assess the impact of sensory tools on pupil engagement and focus. This feedback will be provided to the SENCO as part of intervention review sessions.
The SENCO will seek additional advice for individual pupils from external agency professionals, including Occupational Therapists/Sensory Integration Practitioners, as required.
Review Mechanisms
This policy will be reviewed every three years by the school leadership team, in consultation with governors. Adjustments will be made based on feedback and the evolving needs of the school community.
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